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Junior / Senior High School
February 2020

Newsletter

A Message from our Assistant Principal of Facilities...

Hello Wildcat Nation,

 This has certainlybeen a whirlwind school year. I hope each of our Wildcat families had a wonderful winter break as we move into 
second semester and what we affectionately call our competition season. I am pleased to announce that our Mathletes have been 
busy with FAMAT and Math Counts competitions, as well as preparing for the district math competition. Special thanks to Ms. 
Nery and Ms. Jerdon for supporting, coaching and chaperoning these students throughout these state competitions.  I am proud 
to boast that this year we once again have over 150 students competing in the Brevard South Area Science Fair. Historically our 
students do exceptionally well and we anticipate continued success with scholarships and awards possibly exceeding $750,000! A 
huge shout-out to our Science Research teachers, Ms. Schropp, Ms. Ladd, Ms. Molledo and Mr. Klaasen for guiding, mentoring and 
spending all of their free time helping our students with their amazing projects. Our Fine Arts students, under the direction of Mr. 
Finch and Mr. Henderson have been busy bringing home numerous awards and recognitions from the Cocoa Beach Art Festival, 
Eau Gallie Art Works to name a few of their many competitions. Hopefully, you were able to see some of our students amazing 
talent while it was on display at the Melbourne Mall. Our Performing Art students recently returned from the State Music Con-
vention. Just recently many of our students who qualified for All County Music performed at the King Center. Thank you to Mr. 
Houze, Ms. Davis and Ms. Pinfield for helping these students craft and excel with their talent. Mrs. Fallon has been working with 
our middle school and high school Thespians who are in the middle of their competition season. Good luck on the upcoming One-
Act competition! Please join me in extending a huge shout out to our parent coach, Kris Piper for mentoring and leading our robot-
ics team, T.I.R.E.D, to first place in the Space Coast League championship. Best of luck to them as they prepare for FIRST robotics 
state competition where they are hoping for a bid to Worlds!

Recently I had the pleasure of attending the Brevard ABC Awards at the King Center where we recognized our teacher of the Year, 
Ms. Feldbush, our employee of the Year, Officer Butler and our Volunteers of the Year, Roger Cannon (Senior) Jennifer Theofiledes 
(adult) and Ishaan Jathal (youth). Ishaan was further honored with being named the district youth volunteer of the Year! Please 
join me in congratulating him and his family on this amazing accomplishment. 

Our athletes continue to exceed on the field and court as well. Girls Basketball just completed district play, Boys and Girls soccer 
are currently in district play and Boys Basketball will begin district play next week. Congratulations to Brayden Cheek for being 
selected to Florida Today’s All Space Coast 1st team for Cross Country and to Sydney Wetherspoon for being named Florida Today’s 
Space Coast Swimmer of the Year!

Whew! What a truly busy second semester it has been thus far. Congratulations to Wildcat Nation.

Go Wildcats!

Catherine Halbuer
Assistant Principal of Facilities/Dean    
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Celebrate with a cookie cake on any special occasion. Each cookie cake will be decorated with sprinkles and will be 
available in the cafeteria during Power Hour.

Important Change this year:
Since students do not have a pre-arranged lunch schedule during Power Hour and some students eat outside 
the cafeteria or attend teacher office hours, students must pick up their cookie cakes from the cafeteria. If you 
want this to be a surprise, please arrange for your child’s friend to pick it up for him/her. If the cookie cake is not 
claimed 15 minutes before the end of Power Hour, we will do an all-call for the student to pick up his/her cookie 
cake.

Please submit your request one week before the event. The cookie cake will feed 6-8 people. The cost is $16.00 
per cookie cake. The Birthday Cookie order form can be picked up in the front office.  Please fill out the form and 
return it with the payment (cash or check made out to West Shore) to the Front Office.

Birthday or Best Wishes For Your Student!

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
BIRTHDAY SHOUT OUTS

CAFETERIA NEWS
To fill a student’s lunch account, you can go to www.mypaymentsplus.com and fill in the information.  You will need your child’s 
student ID number to do this.  

If you need Free and reduced lunch applications, they are available online at www.brevardschools.org or in the front office.   
Also, breakfast is available to all students at no charge every morning from 8:00 am to 8:30 am.

The cafeteria is celebrating World Smile Day, anyone going through the lunch line will get a free 
order of smile potatoes.  Also, October 14th- 18th we are celebrating National School Lunch Week.  

See a Happy Birthday Message and your Child’s Name on the Marquee!
Where? 
•	 Shout outs will be on the West Shore Marquee (the electronic scrolling sign at the front of the school)

How Does It Work?
•	 Forms are available in the front office 
•	 Turn in completed form at least 2 school days prior to their birthday 
•	 Payment is due at the time the form is turned in to the front office

Cost? 	
•	 $10.00 Includes “Happy Birthday” and your child’s name
•	 	 $2.00 Extra if you would like a special message other than Happy Birthday and name 

Method of payment: 
o	 Check - made payable to West Shore Jr./Sr. High School
o	 Cash – please be sure it’s the correct amount, as we do not have change

Student Name _________________________________________ ________           Birthday ______________________________
**Special Message__________________________________________________________________________________________
	 No more than 13 characters long
Name of person paying for the Shout Out______________________________________________________________

For more information, please contact Janice Kowing at kowing.janice@brevardschoools.org.
Proceeds from this Fundraiser benefit the Sophomore Class.

Parent/Teacher Conference Night will be held on Thursday, February 20, 2020 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
To schedule an appointment with a teacher, please contact Leslie or Kristin in Guidance by phone at 321-
242-4741 or by email at: Kellner.leslie@brevardschools.org or filler.kristin@brevardschools.org.
Appointments can be scheduled beginning February 5th and will continue through 3:00 pm on 
February 19, 2020.
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GUIDANCE NEWS

College Admissions Test Dates 2018-2019

*Register at http://sat.collegeboard.org

*Register at 
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/

Students, make sure the photo guidelines are followed on your admission ticket for the ACT and SAT tests. 
PLEASE NOTE: It is possible to upload an unacceptable picture when registering for the ACT or SAT.

**ACT and SAT do not preview pictures for acceptability. Students will not be admitted to testing if their photo does not meet the 
requirements. The following sites identify the photo requirements and provide examples of acceptable and unacceptable photos. 

http://www.actstudent.org/regist/add-photo.html			   http://sat.collegeboard.org/register/photo-requirements

PHOTO GUIDELINES FOR ACT AND SAT TESTS

TEST DATE REG. DEADLINE LATE REG. DEADLINE

TEST DATE REG. DEADLINE LATE REG. DEADLINE
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March 14th	         February 14th	   March 3rd
May 2nd	         April 3rd		    April 21st
June 6th	         May 8th		    May 27th

***all Juniors will take the SAT at West Shore on March 6th***

April 4th	          February 28th	   February 29th - March 13th
June 13th	          May 8th		    May 9th - 22nd
July 18th	          June 19th		    June 20th - 26th

Join us Saturday, February 29th as our talented middle school students 
perform “Mary Poppins, Jr.”.  Showtimes are 2:00 PM and 7:00 PM.  Tickets 
will be available through showtix4u.

Middle School Musical – Mary Poppins, Jr 

Brevard Schools Foundation has partnered with Florida KidCare to help low income students access quality, affordable medical and 
dental care. Below is a link to their Principal’s Tool Kit which contains useful information that can be shared within your school 
communities. A few of the key points about the program are: 

•	 • Most families pay nothing at all for coverage, and many families pay just $15 or $20 a month. 
•	 • Families who are not eligible for subsidized coverage may purchase Florida KidCare at the full-pay monthly premium, 	
	    which is competitively priced and child-centered compared to other options. 
•	 • To help Florida families interested in applying for Florida KidCare, a free online eligibility calculator is available. This 
	    tool utilizes two key pieces of information – family size and annual household income – to estimate a family’s monthly 	
	    premium payment for Florida KidCare coverage. 

Much more information and detail is available in the materials. The link to access the Florida KidCare Toolkit is 
https://www.healthykids.org/documents/marketing/toolkit2019/FLKidCare_PrincipalToolkit_Update.pdf 

Brevard Schools Foundation has partnered with Florida KidCare



1.  A separate Permission form must be completed for EACH medication given at school.  Forms MUST be 
     signed by the parent/guardian every year and given to the clinic nurse.  

2.  When completing Permission forms, please make sure that your instructions match the pharmacy label 
     or manufacturer label.

3.  Clinic staff will not accept a medication if the label has been altered in any way.  Please DO 
     NOT write on the pharmacy label.

4.  All medications must be in the ORIGINAL CONTAINER with the manufacturer or pharmacy label in 
     place.  The medication must have a valid expiration date and the prescription must be current.

5.  Medication in baggies will NOT be accepted or administered.  This includes cough drops and
     over-the-counter (OTC) medications.

6.  All medication will be counted upon arrival at school.  The parent/guardian will initial to verify that the
     count is correct.

7.  FOR YOUR LEGAL PROTECTION, PLEASE DO NOT ALLOW YOUR CHILD TO TRANSPORT ANY        	
     MEDICATION TO/FROM SCHOOL.

8.  OTC medications will remain in the clinic for 10 days, then, discarded.  Age-appropriate doses will be 	
     given as directed by the manufacturer’s label.  If a longer time period or a dose change is needed, written 	
     physician authorization is required.  

THIS MEDICATION POLICY IS TO ENSURE THE HEALTH AND 
SAFETY OF ALL STUDENTS.  MEDICATION WILL ONLY BE 
ADMINISTERED WHEN FOLLOWING PROPER PROCEDURES.  
CALL THE CLINIC IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, 321-242-4730 
EXTENSION 3007.

                   Medication Rules
          Florida Statutes 1006.062
                             and the
            Brevard County School
                              Board
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SLC HOMEROOM NEWS

8th 
grade

7th 
grade

IMPORTANT DATES FOR SENIORS

March 13th - Wildcat Challenge
March 27th - Senior Breakfast
April 3rd - Senior Follies
April 4th - Prom
April 17th Grad Bash
April 22nd - Senior Boards
May 22nd - Graduation

CLASS OF 2020
           COLLEGE WALL

This is an excting time for our Seniors.  They have 
been applying to colleges and are beginning to re-
ceive acceptance letters.  They will be bringing those 
letters in to the Media Center and writing on our 
college wall.  All our students and staff love to come 
by and see where our students have been accepted.  
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9th grade homerooms will begin the state mandated mental health curriculum this semester.  During home-
room sessions not used for mental health, we will have a Tribond tournament against other 9th grade home-
rooms.  Tribond is a lateral thinking game which asks students to figure out how three words are connected.  If 
the question is shoe, mail, lunch, the answer is box.  

The 10th grade homeroom classes are getting ready for the Mental Health courses as mandated by Florida's 
Governor.   Each homeroom teacher will be working with their students by leading discussions and allowing for 
reflective thinking time. These workshop sessions will begin January 24 and last through the next several months. 
Homeroom teachers will also be discussing the upcoming course registration options to help students develop 
their schedules for 11th grade.  
 

Guidance counselors will be coming into English classes on February 24 for students to formally select classes for 
their JUNIOR year!!  

Class of 2024:  We are working through our required curriculum and having fun doing it. Once again, Our theme 
is “Aspirations” for this year.  Please continue to get your student’s service hours done and turned in to their 
homeroom teacher.  The 8th grade homerooms will be following the same Mental Health curriculum as explained 
above.

It’s a new year and a new curriculum for our SLC classes. 7th grade students and their advisors are in the midst of 
quite a few changes to meet the State Mandated 10 hours of Mental Health Education. This is a new requirement 
for all public school students in grade 6-12 in the state of Florida.

Brevard County has rolled out a series of discussion-based lessons through a computer application called the Everfi 
Character Playbook. Students can expect to learn about Healthy Relationships, Understanding & Managing Emo-
tions, Healthy Decision Making, and a variety of mental health topics that are focused on giving young people the 
tools for positive coping strategies for achieving/maintaining a healthy lifestyle. Students will also feel a wealth of 
support from their teacher/advisors, administrators, and guidance counselors should they feel the personal need 
to connect with the adults who care for them at school. 

So when you ask your child what did they do in Homeroom (on Fridays), there should be plenty of talking points 
to share with them!

Grad Bash is Friday April 17th and includes Universal 
Studios and Islands of Adventure in Orlando. Students 
remain at school, then board charter buses at 5pm, 
returning to school around 4am. Tickets are $85 and will 
be sold during power hour in 2 installments; February 
4-6 payment will be $43, the final payment of $42 will 
be collected March 3-5. Only 100 tickets will be sold. 
Students must have completed and turned into guidance 
25 community service hours for their senior year and 
they must have documentation of leadership submitted 
to their homeroom teacher in order to purchase a ticket. 

The Junior class has been very busy.  In homeroom we have started a mental health curriculum.  The first two 
lessons covered mental disorders; their symptoms and what to look out for with friends. Next we will be learning 
about healthy coping skills and how to seek help. 

Juniors are actively fund raising and preparing for Prom. Two fundraising events for Prom ar the BLAST soap 
sales and Matchomatics. Prom will be held at the Hilton Rialto and we are working on finalizing the details.  
100+ service hour logs are due by March 13th at the latest.



“Our very own Kishen Mitra has been selected as a 2020 Regional Finalist in the Coca-
Cola Scholars Program. Based on previous data, Brevard County schools have never had 
a Regional Finalist in this scholarship program!

Nearly 200,000 applicants and about 1,900 Semifinalists participated in this program 
and just 251 students were selected as Regional Finalists.
The next phase of the selection process is a 20-minute interview with a Regional Inter-
view Committee.

Based on the regional interview and the materials previously submitted, 150 Coca-Cola 
Scholars will be designated and invited to attend Scholars Weekend in Atlanta in mid-
April to receive a $20,000 award. Big shout out to this young man who was also recently 
recognized as Harbor City Elementary schools’ Volunteer of the Year for his tireless 
work with creating a STEM initiative for students at the school. True Wildcat Spirit..
Way to go Kishen!!! “

We want to say a great big thank you to Mr. 
Bratman and ASA Entertainment for bringing 
the anti-bullying program to our school. The 
ASA High School Tour is a high-energy action 
sports tour that uses the allure and “cool factor” 
of action sports to promote bullying prevention 
advocacy to teens. The Tour, which has been 
running since 2000, features 100 annual events 
in 20 cities across the country with several of 
the world’s top skateboard and BMX pros per-
forming mind-boggling half-pipe and box jump 
exhibitions while providing students with valu-
able bullying prevention information and tech-
niques during school-sanctioned assemblies.

The Dean’s Corner
we are more than half way through the year and Graduation is just around the corner.  Students will soon be gearing up for their 
EOC, FSA, AP tests and exams.  Students are reminded to submit their service learning hours before the end of the year as well as 
to clear up any financial obligations they may have.  May, will be here before we know it, and students will need to complete their 
responsibilities before they leave for the summer.  

I would like to take this opportunity to share with you some interesting statistics on West Shore’s attendance for August 2019 to 
January 2020. Out of the 928 students enrolled, 914 students have had at least 1 or more absences in 1 or more periods. With 8,101 
excused absences and 19,539 unexcused absences for a total of 27,640 total absences. Our students know that when they miss a day 
or even a class period they fall behind and many times struggle to get caught up on the missed content. Therefore, with Spring Break 
over one month away please be sensitive to your student’s attendance. It might be tempting to take a few days off here and there, 
however, those days add up quickly. Even more importantly when a student is not in school they miss valuable instructional time 
which can put them behind. Help us help them by keeping absences, tardies and check outs to a minimum.

Thank you and have enjoy the rest of the school year!
Catherine Halbuer
Assistant Principal / Dean        
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Mr. Fleming being jumped over at the assembly!
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Please support those businesses 
who support our school.  They 
do so much for us and we want 
to show our appreciation to 
them.  

WEST SHORE’S
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 CALENDAR

Friday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Monday
Thursday
Friday

Saturday

Tuesday

February 7th

February 12th
February 13th
February 14th
February 15th

February 17th
February 20th
February 21st

February 22nd

February 25th

Early Release

Jazz MPH - Satellite High School
Interims posted to Focus
Early Release
Middle School Musical - Mary Poppins, Jr.  2:00 PM & 7:00 PM

Hurricane Makeup day
Parent/Teacher Conferences 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Early Release
Brevard South Science Fair - Melbourne Square Mall
Brevard South Science Fair - Melbourne Square Mall

PTA Meeting - Auditorium - 6:30 PM
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West Shore Testing Calendar 2019-2020
        Date(s)	 		                    Test			                                                Note(s)

Acronyms:
EOC - End of Course exam
PSAT/NMSQT - Pre SAT/National Merit Scholar Qualifying Test
FSA ELA - Florida Standards Assessment English Language Arts
AP - Advanced Placement

**ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Feb. 24-March 13
March 4
March 25
April 1
April 2
April 6
April 7
April 13-30
May 1	
May 4	
May 5
May 6
May 7
May 8
May 11	
May 12
May 13	
May 14
May 15
May 18	
May 19
May 20-22
May 26-28

FSA ELA Retakes
SAT School Day 
SAT School Day Makeups
7th Grade FSA Writing
8th Grade FSA Writing
9th Grade FSA Writing
10th Grade FSA Writing
MAP Math Monitoring
US History EOC
AP (Govt. & Physics C), 7th Grade ELA (1), 8th Grade ELA (1)
AP (Calc. AB/BC & HUG), 7th Grade ELA (2), 8th Grade ELA (2)
AP (Eng. Lit. & Physics 2)
AP (Chemistry & Physics 1), Biology EOC
AP (APUSH & CSA), 7th Grade Math (1)
AP (Biology & APES). 7th Grade Math (2 & 3)
AP (Seminar, Spanish, & Psych), Algebra 1 EOC (1), Geometry EOC (1)
AP (Eng. Lang., Micro & Music Th.), Algebra 1 EOC (2), Geometry EOC (2)
AP (W. History & Macro), 8th Grade NGSSS Science (1 & 2)
AP (CSP & Stats), Civics EOC
9th Grade ELA (1), 10th Grade ELA (1)
9th Grade ELA (2), 10th Grade ELA (2)
AP Late Testing As Needed
MAKEUPS AS NEEDED

Juniors Only

Window 3

MAKEUPS AS NEEDED

MAKEUPS AS NEEDED
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In response to changes made to Florida Statute 1006.147, that became effective July 1, 2013, Brevard Public Schools has 
updated School Board Policy 5517.01 that prohibits bullying, harassment, teen dating violence, and abuse. The policy 
ensures that all students, employees, and volunteers learn and work in an environment that is safe, secure, and free 
from harassment and bullying of any kind.

Florida Statute 1006.147 defines bullying to include cyberbullying and means systematically and chronically inflict-
ing physical hurt or psychological distress on one or more students or employees and may involve but is not limited to 
chronic teasing, social exclusion, threat, intimidation, stalking, including cyber-stalking, physical violence, theft, sexual, 
religious, or racial harassment, public humiliation, and destruction of property.

Cyberbullying means bullying through the use of technology or any electronic communication, which includes, but is 
not limited to, any transfer of signs, signals, writing, images, sounds, data or intelligence of any nature transmitted in 
whole or in part by a wire, radio, electromagnetic system, photo-electronic system, or photo-optical system, including, 
but not limited to, electronic mail, internet communications, instant messages, or facsimile communications. Cyberbul-
lying includes the creation of a webpage or weblog in which the creator assumes the identity of another person, or the 
knowing impersonation of another person as the author of posted content or messages, if the creation or impersonation 
creates any of the conditions enumerated in the definition of bullying. Cyberbullying also includes the distribution by 
electronic means of a communication to more than one person or the posting of material on an electronic medium that 
may be accessed by one or more persons, if the distribution or posting creates any of the conditions enumerated in the 
definition of bullying.

Harassment is defined as any threatening, insulting, or dehumanizing gesture, use of data or computer software, or 
written, verbal or physical conduct directed against a student or employee that: places a student or employee in reason-
able fear of harm to his or her person or damage to his or her property, has the effect of substantially interfering with 
a student’s educational performance, opportunities, benefits or has the effect of substantially disrupting the orderly 
operation of a school.

Bullying and harassment also encompasses retaliation against a student or school employee by another student or 
school employee for asserting or alleging an act of bullying or harassment. Reporting an act of bullying or harassment 
that is not made in good faith is considered retaliation. Perpetuation of conduct is listed in the definition of bullying 
or harassment as causing an individual or group with intent to demean, dehumanize, embarrass, or cause emotional or 
physical harm to a student or school employee by incitement or coercion, accessing or knowingly and willingly causing 
or providing access to data or computer software through a
computer, computer system, or computer network within the scope of the district school system and/or acting in a man-
ner that has an effect substantially similar to the effect of bullying or harassment.

Cyber-stalking, as defined in Florida Statute 784.048(1)(d), means to engage in a course of conduct to communicate, or 
to cause to be communicated, words, images, or language by or through the use of electronic mail or electronic commu-
nication, directed at a specific person, causing substantial emotional distress to that person and serving no legitimate 
purpose.

Florida Statute 1006.148(1)(a) prohibits dating violence and abuse by any student on school property, during a school-
sponsored activity, or during school-sponsored transportation.

West Shore Jr./Sr. High School is committed to providing a safe learning environment and will 
not tolerate bullying or harassment of any kind. Incidents of bullying or harassment can be 
reported to the principal or any administrator. Anonymous reports can also be made by calling 
the Speak-Out Hotline at 1.800.423.8477.

To learn more about bullying and find out what can be done to help prevent it, visit the website 
www.stopbullying.gov.

Brevard Public Schools
5517.01 Policy Against Bullying and Harassment
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